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The pairing of Paul Wignall and Mark Appleton scored a well-
deserved win on the RAC Rally of the Tests 2018, their Alfa Romeo
Giulietta Sprint finishing some 22 seconds ahead of the Volvo

PV544 crewed by Dan Willan and Martyn Taylor, the final podium spot
going to the Morris Mini Cooper S crew of Steve Entwistle and Ali
Procter.

Crews started with a Prologue, leaving he Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Harrogate at 17:00, led away by Dan Willan/Martyn Taylor (Volvo
PV544) for an evening route of regularities and tests.  On the competitors
return to the Rally HQ, results showed two crews tied for the lead -
Jonathan Hancox/Richard Lambley (Triumph TR4) and Bill
Cleyndert/Dan Harrison (Mini Cooper S).  The following morning the
field left from 07:45 for a 280-mile route to the overnight halt at the
Belfry Hotel - en route were no less than 11 tests and six regularities.
However, it soon became apparent that one of the pre-event favourites
were missing; Paul Crosby and Andy Pullan were forced to retire
following serious brake issues... another Porsche, that of Daniel Gresly
and Sean Toohey was also out; the pair failing to sort their alternator issue
despite spending all night in the attempt.

During a busy day, several other crews encountered problems; Dave
Maryon/Bob Rutherford retired their MGB after hitting an Armco barrier.
Tony Sheach/Rachel Wakefield retired their Triumph 2000 with
differential failure.

By lunchtime, Wignall/Appleton headed the leaderboard but by the
time crews reached the Belfry Hotel for well-earned refreshments, Steve
Entwistle/Ali Procter headed the time sheets by 14 seconds.

The second day saw the field led away by the Wignall/Appleton Alfa,
first car on the road, for another busy day with 10 tests, seven regularities
and two Time Control Sections before arrive 250 miles away in the Celtic
Manor Resort, near Newport.

The rally paused in Llandrindod Wells at the Metropole Hotel, with
Entwistle/Procter still leading, from Wignall/Appleton and Willan/Taylor.

Running into the dark, the weary crews reached the Celtic Manor
Resort for supper - results showing that Wignall/Appleton had taken the
lead from Entwistle/Procter by just four seconds.

A slightly later start on the final day saw crews head off for a slightly
shorter route, but still with 10 tests and five regularities.  The route taking
cars over the Severn Bridge with a test at Aust Services and then on to
another test at the coffee halt, the Wellsway pub where the instructions for
the first regularity were issue at the test start.  Straight into the regularity
after the test, the route rant acrosss the Mendips.

The second regularity ran across the Somerset Levels.  Turning east,
the route headed towards glastonbury and Worthy Farm.   After several
tests a regularity around the festival site.

A slippery test at Wyke Farm was followed by a regularity in the lanes
around Seat Hill.  The final regularity used the lanes around Frome
Showground with tricky navigation.  A welcome lunch break at the
Orchardleigh Estate showed that Wignall/Appleton had extended their
lead to 22 seconds, with Willan/Taylor in second place.

An easier run north to Bristol for three tests at Castle Combe before the
event’s final test at the RAC Regional Control Centre at Bradley Stoke.
From there it was a short motorway run to Tortworth Court Hotel for the
Final Time Control and the official finish in front of the hotel.

1 Paul Wignall/Mark Appleton (Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint) 9:18 2 Dan
Willan/Martyn Taylor (Volvo PV544) 9:40 3 Steve Entwistle/Ali Procter (Morris Mini
Cooper S) 10:08 4 Dermot Carnegie/Paul Bosdet (Volvo PV544) 13:15 5 Howard
Warren/Iain Tullie (Porsche 911) 13:21 6 Owen Turner/Andy Ballantyne (Austin Mini)
15:08 7 Jonathan Hancox/Richard Lambley (Triumph TR4) 16:40 8 Bill
Cleyndert/Dan Harrison (Morris Mini Cooper S) 16:41 9 Noel Kelly/Pete Johnson
(Volvo 122S) 16:47 10 Andy Lane/richard Crozier (Volvo 123GT) 18:26 
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Paul Wignall and Mark Appleton scored a convincing win on the Rally of the
Tests in Paul’s familiar Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint
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Triumph TR4/4A &
TR5/250 - All models 1961

to 1968
By Andy Child & Sarah Battyll 

This handy guide will help you find,
evaluate and purchase a Triumph
TR4/4A or TR5/250, with detailed

information from running costs to the
pitfalls of problem areas, this book will
help you make to make an informed
decision. 

Written by father-and-daughter, Andy
Child and Sarah Battyll, featuring a
comprehensive inspection process, advice

on cost considerations, and information on the Triumph sports car
community, this book will help you get the car of your dreams at the
best possible price. 

Andy has a Degree in Electrical Engineering, joining the long
established firm of Rees Bros in Aldershot, Hants, as a partner, and has
now been running it for over 36 years, latterly a co-director with his
foreman and son-in-law, Richard Battyll, and his office manager and
daughter, Sarah, who grew up working in the classic car restoration
business and driving classic cars.  Her Degree in Photography and
Media, and a Masters Degree in Publishing, allow her to offer her
support, expertise and enthusiasm to her father.

ISBN: 978-1-787112-85-8
£12.99 + P&P (eBook prices vary, and delivery is free)

veloce.co.uk

Rover Cars 1945 to 2005:
A Pictorial History

By James Taylor

Acomprehensive pictorial overview
of Rover cars and car-derived vans
covering the 60 years from 1945 to

2005, describing and illustrating all the
classic Rovers up to and including the
SD1, and looks at the models inherited
from British Leyland that attracted Rover
badges.  It finishes with the models
designed in conjunction with Honda and
with the later British-designed cars.   There
is also some consideration of some Rover

models that were designed but, for various reasons, did not enter
production and can now only be seen as prototypes in museums.

One of Veloce’s popular Pictorial History series, this book describes
all the postwar models with illustrations and technical data for each one. 

ISBN: 978-1-787112-39-1
£9.99 + P&P (eBook prices vary, and delivery is free

veloce.co.uk

BOOKS RAC Rally of the Tests
8-11 November
Paul Wignall and Mark Appleton top of the tests...

second overall for the PV544 of Dan Willan and Martyn Taylor


