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100 classic cars to visit RAC Supercentre near Bristol  
as part of one of the oldest rallies in the world 

Spectators welcome to attend free of charge  
 

The landmark RAC Supercentre in Bradley Stoke, near Bristol, is to play host to the 

finish of one of the most iconic rallies in the world, The RAC Rally of the Tests, on the 
afternoon of Sunday 11 November from 2pm.  

The first of 100 classic cars competing to win the event will arrive at the RAC in Great 

Park Road around 3pm. Over the course of two hours each will take part in a driving 

skills test in the car park with the winner of the rally being waved across the finish line.  

Promising to be a rare spectacle, the rally – which is open to vehicles built before 1 

January 1986 – follows a 750-mile route, starting in Harrogate, North Yorkshire, on 

Friday, travelling through the East Midlands and South Wales, and finishing in Bristol.  

Along the way competitors and their co-pilots will take on multiple driving tests and 

navigational challenges. The 2018 RAC Rally of the Tests will in fact feature 20 

‘regularities’ where competitors drive on public roads aiming to arrive at their 

destination as close to a pre-set time as possible, together with 30 ‘driving skills’ tests. 

The rally, which dates back to 1932, started life as a reliability test with competitors 

driving 1,000 miles. Over the years it transformed into modern stage rallying with the 

fastest time being the all-important factor. The RAC Rally became synonymous with 

stage rallying and the RAC name stayed with the event until 1998 when it became the 

Rally of Great Britain and several years later Wales Rally GB. 

In 2001, however, the Rally of the Tests was revived for classic vehicles encompassing 

authentic regularity and skills tests similar to the original 1930s’ RAC Rally. In 2016 the 

RAC name was returned to the event, now run by the Historic Endurance Rally 

Organisation (HERO), as a result of a sponsorship arrangement between RAC 

Motoring Services and the Royal Automobile Club. 



Spectators are welcome to come along free of charge to see the final test and finish of 

this year’s rally at the RAC Super Centre in Bradley Stoke from 2.30pm to 5.30pm. 

This year there will be a chance to get a close-up look at the cars taking part which 

include eight cars from the 1950s, 44 from the 1960s, 28 from the 1970s, seven from 

the 1980s and one from the 1930s. 

Among the most notable cars are four Volvo PV544s – two from the late 1950s and 

two from the 1960s; a 1966 Morris Mini Cooper S; a 1963 Porsche 356B; a 1954 

Austin Healey 100/4 BN1, and, of course, a 1936 Bentley Derby 4¼. The two newest 

cars taking part this year are a 1985 Porsche 924S and a 1985 Porsche 944. 

RAC spokesman Simon Williams, who is organising the event at the RAC in Bradley 

Stoke, said: “There are not many events where you can get to see such a fantastic 

range of classic cars up close and free of charge so we encourage everyone, whether 

they are motorsport fans or not, to come along and enjoy the spectacle.  

“It offers the chance to see some truly amazing cars of yesteryear being put through 

their paces over a small but challenging course. From an RAC perspective it will be 

great for a business that has always been at the heart of British motoring to play host 

to the finish of one of the most famous rallies which once again carries its name.” 

Refreshments and food will be available to buy. Spectators are urged to use on-street 

parking nearby or public transport (First bus services T1). 

To find out more about the RAC Rally of the Tests page on the HERO events website.  

Ends 

 
If you are a journalist and would like further information, please contact: 

RAC press office: 01454 664 123 / press.enquiries@rac.co.uk 

Notes to Editors 

About the RAC 

With more than eight million members, the RAC is one of the UK's most progressive motoring 
organisations, providing services for both private and business motorists. Whether it's roadside 
assistance, insurance, buying a used car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-
to-the-minute traffic and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. 
The RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and more enjoyable 
for drivers and road users. 

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of its members and 
UK motorists at a national level. This includes voicing concerns about the increasing cost of 



motoring, particularly the price of fuel and the high level of tax levied on it, advancing levels of 
road safety, and supporting the needs of all drivers, from young to old. 

The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring – first published in 1989 – provides a clear insight into 
the concerns and issues facing today’s motorists. 

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow #racfuelwatch on 
Twitter. RAC Fuel Watch is a comprehensive guide to the latest UK unleaded petrol and diesel 
prices – both at the wholesale level and at the pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices 
changed through the previous month and compares the most recent prices with those from 
three, six and 12 months before.  

Key facts: 
• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on average within 30 minutes 
• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’ vehicles going again 
• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends and family 

 
RAC press releases, news alerts and a wealth of motoring research is available from 
media.rac.co.uk. 
 
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/RACPress and twitter.com/TheRAC_UK  
 
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/RAC  
 
 


