
ROYAL AUTOMOBILE 1000 MILE TRIAL - DAY 3 

The third day of the event started with an hour long run taking crews to the south of Bristol, 
passing Bristol Airport and through the village of Chew Magna avoiding the notorious Bristol 
traffic. Traffic wouldn’t have been an issue pre 1940 so the route planners made their best 
efforts to spare competitors the monotony of the modern day lifestyle. Crews went on to 
arrive at the bottom end of the Cotswolds near to Dryham Park. 

A short regularity got crews in the zone and ready for the three tests of the Castle Combe race 
circuit on the site of the former RAF Castle Combe airfield. After the three tests were 
completed competitors then had a small run into the village of Acton Turville for a coffee 
halt in the Fox and Hounds Public House where they had a chance to discuss the tests from 
the airfield. It was at this point in the day that we found out that car 35 (Ian & Ewan Beattie) 
were suffering with problems with their clutch again. 

The route planners then turned up the pressure with a long regularity running through the 
lanes around Sherston with 6 timing points to keep the navigators on their toes! That was it 
for the challenges in England and it was onto Wales via the old Severn crossing and a run 
along the outskirts of the Forest of Dean. The route took crews towards the A449, the A40 
and then onto lunch at the exclusive Hardwick restaurant. We lost car 3 (Dominic & Jack 
Manser) just after the Severn crossing when their Bentley 3/4 1/2 denied all drive to the 
wheels. They were forced to stop and we're still waiting on more news from them. 

After a delicious lunch stop crews, set off along the Usk Valley before detouring over 
Mynydd Llangatwg climbing up to some 437m before dropping back down to the Usk 
Valley. A regularity along the side of the Tal Y Bont and Pontsticill reservoirs was to be the 
next challenge before arriving at the Penderyn Distillery for afternoon coffee where the crews 
had a chance to enjoy an ice cream and short restbite. 

Leaving the distillery crews headed towards the Brecon Beacons national park. Weighed 
down by bottles of whisky purchased from Penderyn and ready to be consumed as soon as 
the day ended, competitors tackled a regularity on the way and had a chance to absorb even 
more incredible scenery on the way towards the Epynt military ranges. It was here that crews 
took part in 2 tests and then the final regularity of the day. The final regularity saw a 10-mile 
section that was challenging for both the navigators and drivers with 6 timing points along 
the way. Once crews had finished up on top of the ranges they headed back down through the 
town of Builth Wells and onto the overnight halt at the iconic Metropole Hotel. 

As the competitors arrived at the Metropole Hotel we had the chance to ask them how they 
were getting on and if they had any more news to report- 

Car 9 (Federico Gottsche Bebert / Frederike Von Wedel) - My navigator needed a break so 
we skipped the afternoon and went straight to hotel. The car is still wonderful and im really 
hoping to get going again tomorrow. 

Car 25 (Peter Lovett / Matt Fowle) - It's been an ok day, not spectacularly good but its been 
ok! The Rev counter packed up this morning so I've left that disconnected all day. 

Car 28 (Gerd Antonius Buehler / James Ewing) - It's been a good day but we're a bit mistified 
by the timing up on the Epynt ranges. 



Car 10 (Sue Shoosmith / Trina Harley) - Nothing major to report today. Lovely roads, lovely 
weather, fabulous and fun tests. We loved Epynt but we're absolutely exhausted. 

Car 26 (Stephen Owens / Bart Den Hartog) -  Not a bad day for us today. Little confused by 
the Hotel enterance here but the Football is on soon so we're going to put a bit of oil in the 
car and get showered. 

Car 4 (Graham Goodwin / Marina Goodwin) - Mixed morning for us but a good afternoon. 
Less tractors than yesterday and the views are fantastic! We're both pretty happy. 

Car 31 (Michael Squire / Andrew hall) - Much better day for us today! Brakes are better and 
we have reverse again. Navigator sent us on a slight detour but we soon sorted it out. 

Car 32 (Bertie Van Houtte / Pierre Van Houtte) - It's not been a great day but I've only myself 
to blame! (driver) Tomorrow is a new day! 

Car 23 (Steve Robertson / Julia Robertson) - Mixed day for us! The car didn't catch fire but it 
had a good try! The carb keeps falling apart but right at the end of a regularity so we've had a 
chance to sort it out. ( I noticed that there is a huge amount of space for tools in the MG PB, 
but not a lot of room for anything else!)  

Car 15 (Klaus Mueller / IIona Seewald) - No big problems to report *Beer arrival* We have a 
small problem with the trip but i have spoken to the company who makes it and they will 
send a voltage stabiliser. The last two tests at Epynt were a lot of fun and because of the high 
revs during the test we had a high voltage. One of the fuses popped at the end of the day but 
that fuse always goes. 

In the Mechanics corner of the car park: 

Car 14 (Dilwyn Rees / Andrew Duerden) - It's been a tiring day and there's a clonk coming 
from the rear wheel that needs looking at. 

Car 34 (Daniel Gresley / Elise Whyte) - We're not really sure if the alternator is working 
properley. We have to push start the car everytime we turn it off, but we'll work out what the 
problem is soon. 

Car 33 (Paul Bloxidge / Ian Canavan) - We're better now we're in Wales! I have never seen 
so much traffic on an event! 

Car 21 (Bernd Dannenmaier / Christianne Dannenmaier) - Something has broken in the 
engine!  

It's a full day in Wales for the crews tomorrow. We'll keep you updated throughout the day. 

  

  

 


