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Event Report – End Of Day One 

Kalispera from Delfi at the end of Day One of the Classic Marathon 2018… 

After a hot day for the Scrutineering and Documentation, crews sat down to 
yesterday evening’s Welcome Buffet at the beachside Mythos Restaurant, part of the 
luxurious Divani Apollon Hotel, which hosted our pre-event activities. With a 
backdrop of the setting sun and with the waves almost literally lapping at their toes, 
Marathon entrants dined on fine local Greek cuisine as acquaintances old and new 
eagerly discussed the week ahead.  

All crews made the start, although there were the usual last minute dramas. Through 
the help of local classic car enthusiasts and the hotel concierge, the Norwegian 
crews Agnete Segalstad and Ole Rasmus Robak were able to track down a new 
rotor arm for their Mercedes-Benz 500SL that was fitted by the HERO Maulden 
Garage mechanics during a late night session. 

After some late night partying by early arrivals on the Friday night, most crews were 
in bed at a sensible hour ready to be up bright and early this morning to collect the 
first of the daily Routebooks from 08:01 in the hotel lobby. 

It was then an easy 60-km drive north from Vouliagmeni on good roads to the official 
Startline of the Classic Marathon 2018 in Marathonas. Despite being close to the 
Athens, the Sunday morning traffic was relatively light and free flowing.  

On arrival in Marathonas, cars were parked on display in the large public area close 
to the historic Marathon Race startline for excited locals to take photos while crews 
grabbed a drink in the nearby Kalliopitaki Café. We must thank the Municipality of 
Marathonas and our friends at PHILPA (the Antique Car Club of Greece) for all their 
help in arranging our start at this iconic venue. 

At 10:01, the Mayor of Marathonas flagged away the Jaguar XK120 of Thomas 
Groot and Line Sandvik, the first of the 62 starters for the short drive to the first 
‘autotest’ style slalom around the local Gymkhana arena close to the town. Fastest 
out of the blocks here were four crews who all shared a time of 1m23s.  



 

www.heroevents.eu 

 

 

A couple of surprises from this first test saw Mark and Sue Godfrey hit with a penalty 
for failing to stop-astride the finish, whilst another pre-event favourite crew of Paul  

Crosby and Andy Pullan were issued with a jump start penalty, clearly a little too 
eager to get a flying start to their event. 

Suitably in the groove, the route took to the hills for the first regularity along the 
rugged coastline of the South Euboean Gulf. With four Timing Points and some tight 
twists and turns in 13 km’s, this testing first section has set the scene for our week in 
Greece but proved no problems for Marcus Anderson and Matthew Lymn Rose in 
the Jaguar E-Type and Mark and Sue Godfrey in their MGB who shared the lowest 
penalties on 10 seconds.  

After passing through the small seaside town of Agioi Apostoloi, some interesting 
back roads lead crews to a quick sprint round the circuit at a local motorcycle training 
academy circuit where Marcus Anderson and Matthew Lynn Rose once again lit up 
the timesheets with fastest time of 1m46s, two seconds clear of second placed 
Tomas de Vargas Machuca and Leigh Powley in their Porsche 911. 

A brief motorway run then followed in order to bypass the largely industrial areas of 
this part of Greece and took us to lunch at the Tzivani Winery. Here a fine spread of 
Greek cuisine had been laid on by Chrissie and George Tzivani, whose family have 
been harvesting the grapes here since 1960. During the lunch break, crews took the 
opportunity to visit the on-site museum, housing a vast collection of winemaking 
tools but also boasts a unique assemblage of other artefacts from local rural life. 

The HERO Mechanics seemed busy attending to a number of vehicles during the 
lunch halt, car five, Graham Plants and Neil Ripley getting a new wheel bearing 
fitted, whilst car seven, Peder and Cecilia Silfverhjelm in the beautiful Jaguar 
XK150S had a new ball joint. 

After lunch, it was back on the motorway again across the immense plains of Thiva 
to the start of the next regularity in the hills above Mazi. This 12-km section, defined 
by Jogularity instructions saw top performances by Daniel Gresly and Elise Whyte in 
their Porsche 911. The descent from this regularity offered the first taste of Greek 
gravel and some care was needed due to winter road damage. 



 

www.heroevents.eu 

 

 

Back in the valley, cotton and tobacco fields lined the roads en route to the next 
regularity, well known to local Greek rally enthusiasts. The timing on this section was 
slightly more challenging but proved no problems for the two best performing crews 
of Tomas de Vargas Machuca and Leigh Powley in their Porsche 911 and also John  

Abel and Niall Frost in the Sunbeam Tiger who shared the honours with just two 
seconds of penalties over the two timing points.  

It was then on to the afternoon refreshments break at the Koukos Café in the sleepy 
town of Amfikleia, where the heavens opened and a thunderstorm passed through 
the mountainous terrain as temperatures plummeted from 31 degrees celsius to a 
chilly 15 degrees, bringing with it torrential rain which had not been predicted and 
caught many competitors off-guard as they scrabbled to put the hoods back on their 
cars. This coffee break was a welcome rest before the final regularity of the day. 
Starting from Polydrosos, this was an ‘Alpine Climb’ in true Classic Marathon 
tradition, which scaled a myriad of hairpin bends on the fir-clad northern flanks of 
Mount Parnassus – one of the highest and most sacred mountains in Greece. No 
less than five Timing Points were packed into 15 km’s so crews were not surprised to 
see the HERO marshals at regular intervals. Proving a fine performance and 
finishing their day in style was the Porsche 911 crew of Paul Bloxidge and Ian 
Canavan who took a stunning penalty of just a single second through the five timing 
points which not only gave them the best on Regularity but also propelled them into 
the lead of the rally on a total days penalty of 31 seconds. 

Having passed over the summit, the route twisted its way down towards Amfissa and 
on to Delfi, where the Main Time Control was located at the entrance to the Museum 
and Archaeological Site – a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Here, Guy Woodcock 
checked crews in after a relatively short (295-km) first day on the road. For those 
that wanted to, there was the opportunity to consult the Oracle, as well as marvel at 
the other historic buildings found here at Delfi, which the Greeks consider to be the 
navel of the world. 

After this cultural interlude, everyone retired to the nearby Amalia Hotel for the 
overnight halt. Set on a hillside, the hotel affords panoramic views all the way down 
to the sea at Itea, but for many a more welcome site were the cold beers on offer at 
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the hotel bar. Day One Results show that the early leaders are Paul Bloxidge and 
Ian Canavan, who collected their bespoke Best on Day awards (reviving a Marathon 
tradition of the past) at this evening’s dinner. They are closely followed by Marcus 
Anderson and Matthew Lymn Rose who slipped to second on the final regularity 
having led for most of the day, with Tomas de Vargas Machuca and Leigh Powley in 
3rd just a single second further afield.  

Tomorrow promises to be a sterner test with ‘tortuous’ being one of the word used by 
the route planners to describe the 400-km route to Kalambaka, which contains no 
less than eight Regularity Sections and one Test.  

More regular updates are available from the HERO Events Facebook Page 
throughout the day and we will try to upload updates to the event website when 
possible. 

 


