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Event Report – End of Leg Five  

After last night’s ‘Special Awards’ presentation and with the Filoxenia Hotel being all-
inclusive, some bleary eyed crews were noticed this morning at breakfast. Clerk of 
the Course, Bob Rutherford and Deputy Clerk of the Course, Guy Woodcock had 
also dried out from their impromptu visit to the hotel pool. 

We sadly lost early event leaders overnight, when Paul Bloxidge and Ian Canavan 
withdrew with a clutch arm failure. This summer is proving to be a frustrating for the 
pairing and surely their luck will change soon. 

John Abel and Niall Frost worked hard through last evening to try multiple fixes to 
solve their misfire and with the help of HERO Mechanics the crew were able to leave 
the Hotel to start their day on time. 

Anyway, moving on to Day Five where our backdrop for most of the route has been 
the wild and rugged Mani Peninsula. This remote, mountainous and often windswept 
region peppered with small tower studded villages has been compared to the 
western regions of Scotland or Ireland and has something of an ‘end of the world’ 
feel to it. 

Leaving Kalamata, the route followed the coast before diving inland for two short 
mountainous loops which formed the basis for the day’s first two regularities. On the 
first, there were four timing points in 17 km’s and on the second shorter section, 
there were a further three. Best performance over these two opening sections were 
Paul Crosby/Andy Pullan with nine seconds. 

The morning time control and drinks stop was in one of the small cafes, dotted along 
the waterfront in the picturesque fishing village of Agios Nikolaos. 

Having eased crews into the day up to this point, the ‘wick was turned up’ with a 
testing third regularity in the hills. This featured a final timing point on a small gravel 
loop after 11 km’s of sinuous tarmac. Topping the timesheets were Marcus Anderson 
and Matthew Lymn Rose with just a single second. 

We then passed through the unassuming town of Areopoli, which is well known to all 
Greeks – as it is where that the Greek War of Independence started in March 1821.  
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Areopoli marked our entry into the ‘Deep Mani’, where the coastline became more 
rugged. 

We had one final regularity section to round off the morning action. This explored a 
dense network of small country lanes before it descended the dramatic bluff of Cavo 
Grosso to the pretty seaside village of Gerolimenas. This section proved decisive as 
rally leaders Tomas de Vargas Machuca/Leigh Powley missed a junction incurring a 
one minute maximum penalty and plummeted to fourth overall. Jean-Pierre and 
Mireille Demierre posted the best performance for their first time on the event scoring 
a very impressive single second penalty. 

Next on our tourist itinerary was picture postcard Vathia. Perched high above the 
sea, this village sprouts a forest of tower houses. After stopping for photos here, it 
was then time for lunch which was hosted at the beautiful Marmari Paradise Resort, 
clinging to the hillside overlooking two sandy coves. 

The main story at lunch was the mix up in the top five overall and the come back of 
Paul Crosby and Andy Pullan who were up to second, just 15 seconds from the 
leading pair. 

The afternoon section from Marmari started with a stiff climb away from the coast 
offering stunning vistas and the next hour was generally a feast for the eyes as we 
journeyed along the ‘sunward coast’, where the mountains drop dramatically straight 
down into the sea. 

Crews almost forgot that they were on a competitive rally, however the next 
regularity provided us a timely reminder as it climbed into the hills from the coast at 
Skoutari. Two challenging points among the four that were spread through the 13 
km’s resulted in higher scores with the lowest penalties being posted by once again 
by Paul Crosby and Andy Pullan with a total of seven seconds, shaving a further 
three seconds from rally leaders Anderson/Lymn Rose. 

More challenges were in store on the following section at Polovitsa with further 
navigational trials for crews to ‘enjoy’. Best yet again were Crosby/Pullan with eight 
seconds. 
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Leaving this section we entered Laconia – the homeland of the fierce Spartans. 
Battles of a different kind were witnessed today between Classic Marathon crews 
with two kart circuits tests in quick succession before the day’s rallying ends at the 
lovely Xenia Restaurant perched on the hillside above the modern village of Mystras. 

The first test was a standard ‘two-lapper’ while the second had a different flavour 
featuring a slalom section near the finish. Anderson/Lymn Rose were victors over the 
two tests beating all other crews by four seconds. 

The reason for finishing at the Xenia Restaurant was to allow crews the chance to 
visit the breathtaking medieval Mystras Ruins – a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Mystras was founded in the 13th Century, during the Frankish occupation of the 
Peloponnese, by William of Villehardouin who built a fortress, a palace and 
surrounding walls. This once mighty city boasted over 2000 houses and a population 
of over 25,000 before it was abandoned in 1832. 

Those crews that wanted to were able to enjoy an interesting hour or so walking 
among the well preserved buildings and admiring the fine frescos. Then the drive 
from Mystras back to Kalamata was a spectacular one over the serpentine Langada 
Pass. 

After another long day behind the wheel, the hotel pool and all-inclusive bar have 
been busy this evening. 

Best on day has been awarded to a crew that have been in a league of their own 
today and  stormed through the regularities with just 32 seconds of penalties, almost 
half that of any other crew. 

The battle at the top has truly heated up today with just four seconds splitting the top 
two crews as we head into the penultimate day. 

 


