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Event report – End Of Leg Three 

It’s all change at the top… 

Hello from Rio… Where we are staying in the shadow of the mighty Rio-Antirrio 
Bridge after another long, hot but very enjoyable day of Greek rallying. The 
combination of excellent weather (well mainly…), brilliant roads with almost no traffic 
and the amazing Greek hospitality is making this a Marathon to remember.  

Yesterday evening, having dined on a hearty Greek buffet at the Amalia Hotel, 
activities moved poolside (and almost “in pool” for some…) and continued late into 
the evening. 

Starting at 08:30 this morning, crews quickly reached the first scenic highlight of the 
day – the spectacular Monasteries of Meteora, made famous in the James Bond film 
– ‘For Your Eyes Only’. The name Meteora meaning ‘suspended in space’ is very apt 
as the monasteries are built atop the immense natural pillars that dominate the local 
area.  

Extra time had been built into the schedule to allow for photo stops here before the 
route descended through Kastraki and Kalambaka to the first competitive motoring of 
the day with a short regularity on the other side of the valley. With just one timing 
point, this proved an easy start to the day with no less than 11 crews on zero 
penalties. 

The next section through Ampelochori, however, was a longer and more challenging 
section. Four timing points in 16 km’s saw best times going to the Godfreys’ in their 
MGB, along with John Abel/Niall Frost and Tomas de Vargas Machuca/Leigh Powley 
who all shared seven penalty seconds. We then joined the Egnatia Motorway, which 
whisked us west through the northern Pindos Mountains by way of an impressive 
series of bridges and tunnels to the morning refreshments stop at the roadside Café 
Restaurant Papadopolous. 

The top crews were busy swapping penalty totals from the opening two regularities 
and also trying to decide the exact amount of goats they had all met across the road 
just prior to the opening timing point of the day.  
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From here, crews tackled a superb 30-km regularity featuring a series of long 
twisting ascents and descents as we traced the route of the Arachthos valley – a 
popular destination for rafting and canoeing. With a short gravel section thrown in for 
good measure, it was not surprise there were no clean sheets here. Proving most 
adept were Marcus Anderson/Matthew Lymn Rose and also Paul Crosby/Andy 
Pullan with six seconds over the four timing points. 

The Arachthos River remained our companion as we headed south to the final 
morning regularity, which wended its way along the Vlacherna Ridge and offered fine 
views out towards the waters of the Amvrakikos Gulf. There were just two timing 
points here with David and Edward Liddell topping the timesheets in their Triumph 
TR4. 

Our lunch halt today was in Arta or more specifically at the ‘Over the Hill’ café 
perched on the side of Peranthi Hill overlooking the city and the surrounding 
countryside. Here we saw many crews trying to cool their cars as much as possible 
as temperatures began to climb into the high 30’s. 

Klaus-Uwe Schaffrath and Andrew Duerden were admitting to a small navigation 
error at a tricky gravel junction in regularity three which saw them claim a minute 
penalty at the third timing point. 

After enjoying some local fare, we took a ‘lonely road’ road along the spine of 
Peranthi Hill, before returning to the valley to join the recently opened Motorway No. 
5 to head south to the first regularity of the afternoon. This was an interesting 19-km 
affair featuring good driving roads across the hills at Ariada. The inclusion of a ‘hard 
to spot’ old road loop with two hairpins saw most crews dropping time. Best here 
were the leading pair of Paul Bloxidge and Ian Canavan with just four seconds of 
penalties. Daniel Gresley and Elise Whyte had a frustrating regularity when they took 
a turn slightly too early and found an event ‘NO’ board, giving them a 26 second 
penalty.  

We then traced the shoreline of Lake Kastraki south to the busy city of Agrinio, 
famous as a centre for tobacco production until the late 20th Century. The hustle and 
bustle here came as a slight culture shock after the deserted mountain roads we 
have become used to. We were now headed for Lake Trichonida (the largest natural 
lake in Greece) but before we could enjoy an afternoon break on the water’s edge at 
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the Kafe Ntougri, a short but sharp regularity at Paravola was on the cards and saw 
six crews clean the regularity. The heat was really beginning to soar now and the 
Time Control rest halt saw numerous competitors making the most of the lake to 
have a cooling swim. 

After our brief lakeside sojourn, the day’s action was rounded off by a long and 
testing regularity starting just outside Thermo. This section essentially followed the 
course of the Evinos River and there were plenty of twists and turns along the way 
which saw a big change in the shape of the day’s leaderboard. Boasting five timing 
points in the 32 km’s, penalties were expected to be higher here and so it 
proved.  Tomas de Vargas Machuca and Leigh Powley led the way on a very 
impressive eight seconds, two seconds ahead of Daniel Gresley and Elise Whyte. 

Having surmounted this final challenge, we ended the day with a crossing of the 
mighty Rio-Antirrio Bridge. Officially called the ‘Charilaos Trikoupis Bridge’ and 
opened in 2004, this 2880 metre-long feat of engineering spans the Gulf of Corinth 
and is one of the world’s longest multi-span cable-stayed bridges and is probably the 
longest of the fully suspended type. 

This crossing marked our arrival on the Peloponnese Peninsula. There will be more 
about this tomorrow but for now we enjoyed an easy run to the nearby waterfront 
Porto Rio Hotel & Casino, where once again there was a welcome beer or G&T 
waiting and the cooling waters of the pool to enjoy after another tough Marathon day. 

Best on Day award has been handed to Tomas de Vargas Machuca and Leigh 
Powley in the Porsche 911 who have also taken the lead of the event with a very 
impressive leg total of just 37 seconds, a full 14 seconds better than anybody else. 
They now lead the event by ten seconds from Marcus Anderson and Matthew Lymn 
Rose in the Jaguar E-Type. 

Paul Bloxidge and Ian Canavan were unfortunate to lose the lead of the rally on the 
final regularity today when a small error in navigation at a tricky junction dropped 
them a minute and saw them drop to fifth overall. 

Stephen and Thomas Owens’ event was set to become yet more woeful as they 
slipped their Porsche 356 off the road and had to wait to be pulled back on. Benno 
and Nina Britschgi have unfortunately slipped into a ditch on the final regularity 
section of the day and have been unable to complete the remainder of the route. The 
car is still being recovered so we will give more news when we have it. 
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The scorching heat has proved a major role in today’s outcome with many crews 
reporting to being very weary as they arrived at the Hotel this evening. 

Tomorrow will be an easier drive after two long, hot and challenging days in the 
saddle but there will still be six regularities and a test on the menu to keep crews 
busy plus the prospect of the mid event ‘Special Awards’ presentation to look 
forward to. 

 


